An historic struggle in 1966 in RBI Calcutta

The year 1966 created a milestone in the history of our Association, centering on a show-cause notice served on Com. Ashis Sen, threatening disciplinary actions against him. The episode started with an office order No.584/66 issued on August 30, 1966 restricting trade union activities like mass deputation or any gathering by the employees in the bank premises. This order was challenged by the Association through its letter No. 297/66 dtd. September 3, 1966 which inter alia, said that: “…This office-order is nothing but a great provocation on part of the management to vitiate the atmosphere at a time when the restoration of normalcy is the common aim”. The management retorted audaciously by serving Show-Cause notices on two comrades of the Association Com. Ashis Sen and Ramkrishna Panda  on September 5, 1966 threatening disciplinary action. The Show-Cause notice addressed to Com. Sen used the wording “…In terms of Regulation 35(A) of Reserve Bank of India (Staff) Regulation, 1948 you were prohibited from accepting Vice-Presidentship, or continue as a member of Reserve Bank of India Employees Association, Calcutta”. On the very next morning the Association and the Union jointly challenged the management vide their letter of                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                          6th instant, “…the least can be said about this section 35(A) is that it is an arbitrary                              imposition. It is in violation of the Constitution of the country.” The entire membership including about 300 new class III recruits squatted before the Manager’s chamber for whole day and the Association and Union leadership apprised their All India leadership of the developments. The Association and Union demanded immediate withdrawal of the Show-Cause notice served on Com. Sen and R K Panda. The squatting continued for next 10 days with the vigorous involvement of entire membership. Bank employees and unions from other establishments came out in support of our Association. Huge demonstrations and gatherings of bank employees and other sections of employees in the business hub of the city of Calcutta took                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                   place before RBI demanding immediate withdrawal of show-cause notices on Com. Ashis Sen and others. Ultimately the Regional Labour Commissioner had to intervene and pending decision of court on the contentious issue ordered withdrawal of any vindictive action on any employee. This was great victory of Reserve Bank employees and also a memorable fight challenging Bank’s encroachment on legitimate Trade Union activities of employees. The 10 days sit- in strike involving hundreds of class III & IV staff of RBI Calcutta   is a memorable event in the annals of Trade Union movement in the country where employees by dint of their unity, determination and courage protected their leaders from the vindictive action of the management.    

