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Respected and Revered Prof. Amartya Sen





Respected Md. Amin, veteran trade union leader



    Dated: 16th February 2013
Respected Dr. K. C. Chakraborty, Deputy Governor, RBI

Respected other distinguished personalities, my colleagues including 

                  Retiree colleagues, friends in common struggles, 

Today is a historic day for Reserve Bank employees that you all have kindly graced by your august presence in this pleasant afternoon. Reserve Bank Employees Association, Kolkata, completes nine decades of its eventful journey and our Secretary has already welcomed you expressing deep gratitude on behalf of the Association. Today when we will go down the memory lane and many of us will definitely feel nostalgic about the days gone by and events passed through, we will also look forward confidently to our future, future of our great institution and future of our great nation. And who can be the better guide for our journey to the future than the most honoured guests amidst us? Prof. Amartya Sen is truly the conscience of our nation, a voice of reason and rationale to all of us; Mohd. Amin, a rare personality who dedicated his entire life for the country’s working class and suffered along with them without caring for himself, Dr. K. C. Chakrabarty, the senior-most Deputy Governor of RBI, a veteran of the banking sector, the most passionate spokesman for financial inclusion and banking for the common men. 

We pay tributes to our predecessors who are no more. We proudly recall that the great national leader Bipin Chandra Paul, one of the famous trio of “Lal-Bal-Pal” was the President of the Association in 1925. We gratefully remember com. Ashis Sen, who joining the bank in 1944, when our whole nation was in the midst of a great churning seeking its freedom and salvation from foreign rule, gradually and steadily shaped Reserve Bank employees’ movement and in extension bank employees’ movement and brought them closer to the struggles and aspirations of the country’s working class. The path was difficult, he and his close comrades faced stiff opposition but they persevered in their efforts. Whatever we are today owes the most to Com. Ashis Sen, who left us in 2007. We respectfully remember legendary leaders of bank employees, our mentors and guides. Coms. Naresh Pal, Sudhin Biswas, Provat Kar, H. L. Parwana, Tarakeswar Chakraborty, Mohan Lal Mazumdar,  our former leaders in All India Reserve Bank Employees Association and former Presidents and Secretaries of our Association who are no more. Their photos, some of them only, we have displayed on both sides of the dias. They will always be in our memory

The nation has just now celebrated the 150th Anniversary of poet Rabindranath Tagore. We have also remembered the poet in our humble way. We are now in the midst of celebration of 150th Anniversary of Swami Vivekananda, the great religious teacher and reformer, country’s icon of youth. We bow our heads in deep reverence to them as well as other great sons in our country and abroad. 

We express our debt to the entire trade union fraternity to whom we have looked time and again for guidance, counsels and support. Our journey from 1922 till date as one of the oldest trade unions of the country, has been blessed and assisted by them. Some of the veterans are in our midst today whom we felicitate as a mark of our respect to the country’s trade union movement.

We wanted to share our joy with our fraternity and they have so graciously joined us. Of course, to hear Prof. Amartya Sen, whom our Governor, Dr. Subba Rao refers as “pre-eminent global thought leader” is the most important attraction.  I  find amidst  us important leaders  and  functionaries  from banking trade unions etc. and 
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others, viz., AIBEA, BEFI, NCBE, AIBOC, AIBOA, AIIEA, Mercantile Workers’ Federation and leaders of Government employees.

I heartily welcome Sri S. V. Mahadik, General Secretary of All India Reserve Bank Workers’ Federation, Office-bearers of AIRBEA and functionaries of our units who have come from all over the country to be witness to this glorious event. I welcome senior officers of the Bank who have assembled in large number and specially, Sri B. P. Kanungo, our Regional Director, who is as anxious today as anyone of us for the success of the programme. Our retiree colleagues, despite their age, have come to take part in the event, for the fruition of which they had immensely contributed. We welcome them. We warmly thank our friends from the media.

We fondly remember that fifteen years ago, on 11th September 1996, from here Com. Jyoti Basu, the legendary leader of the country’s democratic movement, addressed us on the occasion of 75th Anniversary of our Association.

RBI is the central bank of a country of 1.2 billion people. Despite phenomenal success in many areas, our country suffers from pockets of extreme poverty, sky-high differences in earnings, regional disparities, unemployment. As the central bank of this huge country, RBI has the mandate of multi-tasking unlike central banks of developed countries. RBI cannot be a replica of western central banking. Its main responsibility is to the common people who suffers the most in any economic upheaval. As trade union in such an institution we are aware of our responsibilities to discharge our duties to common people. We have always urged on the RBI to be people-centric. We welcome RBI’s initiative for financial inclusion. We have always associated ourselves with the banking fraternity to retain the public sector character of banking, which, we believe immensely contributed in saving our financial sector from the recent financial catastrophe in Western World. Right from the forties of the last century we have tried our best to keep ourselves abreast of peoples’ movement. We continue to do so. 

Efforts are on to trim RBI of many of its vital functions. The Government of the country sometimes encroaches on RBI’s functions and jurisdictions. There are unfortunate instances of conflict at times, which we resent. We strongly feel that the authority, mandate and responsibility of RBI must be honoured and RBI must be allowed to function without fetters and RBI must act in peoples’ interests to uphold the interest of the silent majority, whose voices are often not hard. 

From 1922 to 2013 is a long journey. From 12 annas per day (75 paise in today’s currency) as salary, working whole day sitting on a mat, not being able to leave Office before 8-30 / 9 P.M. everyday, sometimes so late that employees were caught and detained by the police on the charge of loitering in the night, kabuliwallahs being regular visitors to the Bank, we have definitely moved quite some distance. We relentlessly tried for that and simultaneously we thank the Bank. During our journey onward we had to launch many bitter struggles, fought against Government Ordinance even. But there never was any personal animosity, any lingering bitterness. We do consider ourselves an integral part of Reserve Bank, we do consider ourselves an inseparable part of banking fraternity, we do associate with common people’s movement, we aspire after national progress and upliftment.

Today’s celebration gives us courage to follow the course. 

We greet you once again and with kind permission of our honourable guests, I read out the message of our respected Governor for this occasion.  
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(Samir Ghosh)
      President
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